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      Monday 9th September 2019 
Dear Year 4 Parents, 
 
Welcome to Year 4! My name is Sarah Brown and I will be teaching your child this year. It has 
been a pleasure getting to know your child during the Summer term and upon returning to school 
last week. They are a delightful bunch of eager pupils and we have an exciting year ahead of us! 
 
In Class 4, we benefit from the support and skills of Mrs Hards (in the mornings) and Mrs Jessep 
(in the afternoons) to support, challenge and extend our learning. On a Thursday afternoon, the 
children will be taught by Mrs Brierley and have PE with the Premier Sport coaches. Our whole 
school Quest this term is ‘Explorers’. Please see attached our Quest Plan detailing the many 
learning opportunities that your child will engage in this term. 
 

Before school 
We would like to take this opportunity to inform you about some of the routines that we have in 
place to ensure a smooth and productive day. In the mornings, the outer cloakroom door will be 
opened at 8.45 am to allow children to use the cloakroom pegs. Before the bell, the classroom 
door will remain closed. We welcome parents to pop in and speak with us about any pressing 
issues; therefore keeping the door closed enables more sensitive conversations to be held in 
confidence. Children are not permitted at this time to wander into the classroom with pencil cases, 
water bottles etc, until the bell has gone at 8.55am. Your child has the daily responsibility of 
placing their reading record in the box positioned outside of the classroom and each Friday 
morning putting their spelling homework folder in the designated box (next to the reading record 
box). Please could I ask that you inform us before school or the office during the day, of any 
different arrangements reference the collection of your child after school.  
 
Reading books 
Your child will now have received a reading colour band or free readers. They have also been 
informed how to change their books and which books they can select to read. Our School 
expectation is that the children read at least 4 times a week, each for 15 minutes to a grown-up. 
Your child will be rewarded for meeting this expectation. The space in the reading records is 
limited, so please just update us on what pages they have read and then your initials. Reading 
records are checked daily, so it is important that your child has their reading record in school every 
day. Throughout the week, they may also have the opportunity to read their home reading book to 
an adult in school. 
 
Homework – Spellings, Times Tables, My Maths and Topic/Quest 
Spelling homework will be given on a Monday during a discrete spelling lesson where the spelling 
rule/pattern will be taught and they will then be tested on a Friday. Each child will have a set of  
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words to learn and an accompanying spelling activity. It is an expectation in KS2 that both the 
spellings are practised and the activity is competed. If this is not completed, the children will 
complete this during part of their lunchtime on a Friday. 
 
During the Summer term of Year 4, the children will undertake a National Government test which 
assesses the children’s ability to rapidly recall multiplication facts. Every Monday, the children will 
complete ‘Times Tables Olympics’, which assesses their times tables and corresponding division 
fact knowledge. The children will progress at an individualised pace; only moving on to the next 
times table once all questions are answered correctly in the time frame given. From this test, your 
child will be able to inform you (it will be in the back of their reading record books displayed on the 
‘Times Table Ladder’) which times tables they are currently learning and we advocate for these to 
be practised at home. We will also be practising our times tables in school, working towards the 
National expected standard that ‘by the end of Year 4, children should know times tables and 
corresponding division facts up to 12x12’. 
 
‘My Maths’ homework will be set each week on a Thursday, with the expectation that it is 
completed by the following Wednesday.  
Throughout the year, the children will be set Quest-themed project style homework tasks, giving 
them an enriching opportunity to explore the curriculum further. The children will be given a longer 
time period to complete this and there will be opportunities in school to share and showcase their 
home learning.  
 
If a child has not completed a piece of homework, it is expected that they will complete it during 
their lunch time, so we really do value your support in ensuring your child keeps up to date. Each 
homework task should take children around 20 minutes to complete and it is important to establish 
good routines now, to help them in the future. If your child is finding a piece of homework difficult, 
please encourage them to come and seek help before it is due, so we can spend some time 
supporting them. 
 
PE and Swimming 
The children will have regular PE lessons on a Monday and Thursday afternoon, however the 
children must have their correct PE kit in school all week. Class 4 will be going swimming in the 
Spring term. A separate letter with more details will follow closer to the time. 
 
Forest School 
The children will participate as a class in Forest School sessions on a Wednesday morning 
throughout the year. Please ensure that your child comes to school in warm and appropriate 
clothing and footwear and that they bring their school uniform for afternoon lessons. Class 4’s 
scheduled dates are below; however please check the Friday Flyer for any changes. 
Wednesday 25th September 2019, Wednesday 20th November 2019, Wednesday 22nd January 
2020, Wednesday 18th March 2020, Wednesday 13th May 2020 and Wednesday 15th July 2020. 
 
Trips and volunteers 
Throughout the year we will enjoy school trips and you will be notified of these through ParentMail. 
It is useful for us to know if you are available, DBS checked and willing to assist us. If anybody 
feels that they could enhance our quest learning and share your knowledge and experiences, we 
would gratefully appreciate this and are interested to hear from you. 
 
We have lots of exciting opportunities and activities planned for this term. They are an enthusiastic 
class and we look forward to working with them this year. If you have any questions or concerns, 
please feel free to pop in and speak with us. We look forward to meeting you all. 
 
Best wishes,  
 
Miss Brown and the Year 4 Staff Team.  
 
 


